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Recordkeeping 



..or

 
“Do nothing, lose everything”



What I’ll cover

• Why worry about digital preservation of archives?
• What approach are we taking?
• How will it affect you?



Rosetta 
stone

British Museum http://www.britishmuseum.org 

http://www.britishmuseum.org/


The listing of 
convicts on board 
the “Neptune”, 
arrived in Sydney 
28 June 1790  



‘View from Church of England Grammar School ‘State Records NSW: Department of Public Works, Sydney 
Harbour Bridge Branch; NRS 12685, Sydney Harbour Bridge Photographic Albums, 1870-1933 

NRS 2138, Darlinghurst Gaol Photographic Description Book, 
Thomas Berry, [3-6040 p.93], Reel 5098.jpg



How are we able to 
continue to use this 
information?

• Because we labelled it 
and put it on a shelf!

Ukraine’s Central State Historical Archives in L’viv  www.usukraine.org/lvivarchives.shtml 

http://www.usukraine.org/lvivarchives.shtml


Is this going to work for digital 
Government information?



Obsolescence

MacDraw, FHKE, 2007, 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/fhke/370326408/

Gallery of Obsolete Formats 1, jen-the-librarian, 2007 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/jennieb/921595498/



Proprietary control

• Potentially meaning 
Government 
information is 
restricted / unable to 
be accessed / costly 
to maintain



Records existing outside of traditional file systems

• Major 
infrastructure 
records being 
kept in third 
party software 
in the cloud

• Nathan Rees’ 
Tweets!





Key elements of the strategy

• Standard on digital recordkeeping and supporting 
guidance 

• Policy on digital records preservation
• Appraisal and disposal framework
• Digital State archives facility capable of accepting, 

preserving and making available digital records - 
forever  



Policy on digital records preservation
1. Digital State records should be migrated forward as 

technologies change.
2. The content and essential characteristics of digital 

State records must remain unchanged through 
preservation processes

3. Digital State records must be preserved in context
4. Digital State records must be secure and tracked 

throughout the preservation process
5. Digital records preservation programs should be 

flexible



Digital State archives

• Three year project; full operation from year four
• 6 person team 
• Based on our preservation principles
• Adopting best and most appropriate tools from 

Australia and internationally
• Integrating with paper processes; adhering to our 

existing archival description standards
• Limited pilot transfers working with a range of record 

formats and agencies



What can you do?
• Keep digital records in conformance with the 

Standard on digital recordkeeping
• Apply disposal metadata so you can destroy and 

protect long term records
• Migrate with care 
• Make sure important metadata remains 

persistently linked to records
• Adopt long term preservation formats where 

appropriate e.g. ODF, PDF-A
• Avoid removable media



Thank you

• Future Proof blog: 
http://futureproof.records.nsw.gov.au/

• Twitter: http://twitter.com/FutureProofNSW 

http://futureproof.records.nsw.gov.au/
http://twitter.com/FutureProofNSW
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